Thetitle compound was prepared by silver salt metathesis [1] of N,N',N"-trimethyl-N,N',N"-tris(1-phenylethyl)-guanidinium iodide with silver hexafluorophosphate AgPF 6 with exclusion of light at room temperature in amixture of H 2 O/CH 3 CN (1:1) [2, 3] . After removal of the by-product silver iodide AgI by filtration, the filtrate was concentrated in vacuoa nd the residue was recrystallized from acetone/CH 3 CN/EtO 2 to give the analytically and spectroscopically pure title product in the form of colourless 
Discussion
The title compound (figure, top) crystallizes with one independent ion pair in the asymmetric unit of the acentric space group P2 1 .T he carbon-nitrogen distances of the guanidinium ion are identical with respect to their standard deviations. The distances are C1-N1 (1.350(5) Å), C1-N2 (1.345(5) Å), and C1-N3 (1.336(5) Å).The substituents attached to the nitrogen atomsare forced out-of-plane in relation to the guanidinium core. The interplanar angle between the guanidinium core C1, N1, N2 and N3 and N1, C2 and C5 is 37.6(3)°. The sameangle with N2, C3 and C13 is 42.7(3)°and finally the angle with N3, C4 and C21 is 36.7(3)°. Thep acking diagram of the cell plot (figure, bottom) shows non-polar layers in the ac-plane stacking along the b-axis formed by the phenyl moieties of the guanidinium ions. There are also polar channels built up by the PF 6 -anions along the a-axis. 
